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I. nuclear power plant RFHFEEFT

2. release BETS

3. treated water ALFE K *treat ERYR) 6T S

4. meltdown KO RRAR

5. radioactive BAtREE 8L - A D K radiation Hat e

6. approve ART 5

7. concentration RE K

8. oppose R4 %

9. transparency FEA M
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Japan begins releasing treated water from Fukushima Daiichi plant

Japan started releasing treated water from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant into the
Pacific Ocean on August 24th, The entire release process will take at least 30 years.

The March 2011 earthquake and tsunami wrecked the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant,
sparking three reactor meltdowns. Since the disaster, TEPCO(Tokyo Electric Power Company) has been
pumping in water to cool down the reactors' fuel rods. More than 1 million tons of water, which is enough
to fill about 500 Olympic-sized swimming pools, is stored in huge tanks at the plant.

Most radioactive material has been removed from the treated water, but it still contains tritium.
Tritium, a radioactive isotope of hydrogen, can't be removed from the water because there is no technology
to do it. Instead, the water is being diluted to reduce tritium levels to about one-seventh of the level
stated in the WHO's guidelines for drinking water quality.

Tritium is considered to be harmless because its radiation cannot penetrate human skin. It can
increase the risk of cancer if consumed in extremely large quantities.

The IAEA, which has a permanent office at Fukushima, has approved the release plan. It said the
plan is consistent with international safety standards. It also said the tritium concentration in the

discharged water was "far below the operational limit of 1,500 becquerels per liter".
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Q1 On August 24th, what did the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant start to release in the ocean?

Q2 How long will it take to complete the entire release process?

Q3 What happened to the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant due to the March 2011 earthquake?

Q4 What has TEPCO continued since the disaster?

Q5 How much water is stored in huge tanks at the plant?
Q6 What was removed from the treated water? Why?

Q7 What is tritium?

Q8 Why does the treated water still contain tritium?
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Q10 How dangerous is tritium?

Q11 What did the IAEA say about the release plan?



@ The operator of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant says there has been no trouble with the
release of treated water so far, a week after the start of the release. Observers say the government and
TEPCO must ensure safety over the long term and provide information with high transparency.

A recent Kyodo News poll found that 44% of Japanese are unsure whether to support or oppose the
release. 82% say the government hasn't done enough to explain it.

Meanwhile, the release has been strongly opposed by local fishing groups and some neighboring
countries, especially China. Local fishermen have criticized the move, saying that the decision to release
the water was made without enough public debate. Fukushima is known for its seafood, which fetches
good prices at Tokyo's famous Tsukiji fish market.

|E| Fisherman Haruo Ono(/N¥F &) says, "Fukushima folks didn't do anything wrong. It was the
government that came here and built the nuclear plant. Who uses the electricity? Tokyo!" Some
environmental activists also argue that all possible impacts have not been studied yet. Greenpeace(*)
said on August 22rd that the radiological risks have not been fully assessed. *EFEIRE NGO
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Q12 A week after the release, has there been any trouble with the release of the treated water so far?
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Q14 According to a recent Kyodo News poll, what do Japanese people think about the release?

Q15 Why have local fishermen opposed the release?

Q16 Who eat seafood from Fukushima?

Q17 HRETo/NFEHEX AIZ, BEFE ROV L BT E T,

Q18 What did Greenpeace say about the release?
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How Japan is dumping | m tons of radioactive water in the ocean | It's Complicated
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Japan suffers Chinese backlash over Fukushima release

On August 24th, when the release started, China immediately banned all imports of Japanese seafood.
China’s Internet exploded in outrage. Several videos on social media show Chinese callers dialing the
numbers of Japanese businesses and facilities, then shouting into the phone, “Why do you release nuclear
polluted water to the ocean?”

The mayor of Fukushima, Hiroshi Kohata(KIii#), said on August 26th that the city hall alone had
received about 200 such harassment calls in two days. Many other facilities in the city have received
similar calls, including elementary and junior high schools, restaurants, hotels and inns. “Many of them
are from +86 (China’s country code) and are in Chinese,” he added.

A stone was thrown into a Japanese school in Qingdao(F &) on August 24th, The next day, several
eggs were thrown at a Japanese school in Suzhou (& ).

On August 24th the Japanese embassy in China issued a warning to the Japanese living in the country.
It warned them not to speak Japanese loudly in public, and to be cautious in their speech and behavior.
Prime Minister Kishida asked China on August 28th to urge its citizens to halt acts of harassment,
including crank calls and stone throwing at Japanese facilities and schools. “I must say it is regrettable,”
Kishida said. He said Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Masataka Okano ([fi¥71FF%) summoned China’s

ambassador, Wu Jianghao, to ask that Chinese people act calmly and responsibly.
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Q1 What did China ban on August 24th?

Q2 What kind of harassment calls did some Chinese people make?

Q3 According to the mayor of Fukushima, how many harassment calls did the city hall receive?

Q4 How did they know that the calls are from China?

Q5 How did some Chinese people harass Japanese schools in China?

Q6 What kind of warning did the Japanese embassy issue on August 24th?
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Japanese in China face hostility over treated water release
—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS




@ China’s response has not been sympathetic. On August 28th, the Chinese embassy in Japan released
a statement accusing Tokyo of causing “unpredictable harm” to human and marine health. It denied
having spread any misinformation. It claimed that the Chinese embassy also had received harassment
calls from Japanese numbers.

Some observers outside China accuse Beijing of (Dits double standard. Many countries, including

China, release treated radioactive water from their own nuclear plants, sometimes at higher
concentrations than in Fukushima. Water that contains tritium is routinely released from nuclear plants
around the world.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Prime Minister Han Duck-soo ate a seafood lunch on
August 28th, the presidential office said, adding that sashimi and grilled mackerel were served for lunch
at the office cafeteria.

@ Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike had raw fish from Fukushima for lunch on August 25th to show support
for the reconstruction of Fukushima.

The US ambassador to Japan, Rahm Emanuel, will visit a city in Fukushima this week, where he
plans to eat local fish to show support for the water release.
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Q9 What has the Chinese embassy in Japan denied?

Q10 TRHROrHYETH PEINENDIFTNSE AR T SMERELE  ITOWT EERBISHALILLD,

QI 1 Why did South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and Prime Minister Han Duck-soo eat a
seafood lunch on August 28™?
Q12 What did (|)Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike and (2)the US ambassador to Japan Rahm

Emanuel do to show support for Fukushima?

Q13 What do you think about the release? What do you want the Japan’s government to do?
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South Korea endorses Japan's Fukushima water release plan [CNA]
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1. Japan started releasing treated water from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant into the Pacific

Ocean.

2. Tritium is considered to be harmless because its radiation cannot penetrate human skin.

3. Prime Minister Kishida asked China to urge its citizens to halt acts of harassment.

4. Many countries, including China, release treated radioactive water from their own nuclear plants,

sometimes at higher concentrations than in Fukushima.

5. Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike had raw fish from Fukushima for lunch to show support for the

reconstruction of Fukushima.
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